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Our first unusually cool and 
rainy spring set a lush 
green stage for our season 
of firsts… 

 First extended staff and 
intern training 

 First time having a wait 
list for two sessions 

 First multi-year interns 
transitioning to staff 

 First LEAP Campfire 
Singers’ recording with 
Nathan Moore 

Staff and Intern Training:  
This intensive experiential 
training strengthened and 
connected us as 
individuals and as a high-
functioning team.  We were 
inspired to see how many 
ways each staff member 
and intern refined and 
delivered the material.   

In the training, we covered: 
safety, skill development, 
facilitation technique, roles, 

2011:  A season of firsts 
session operation, and 
program delivery. 

Wait Lists:   
While we were sad to  
turn away campers, it  
was rewarding to have so 
many people interested in 
coming to LEAP.  It was 
exciting to meet and get  
to know so many new 
Leaple and their parents, 
and to watch how new 
and returning campers 
brought their unique 
contributions to the LEAP 
experience. 

Interns to Staff:   
It truly is a privilege to 
see people grow and 
change over the course 
of time.  Our first wave of 
multi-year interns recently 
transitioned into staff 
positions and we are 
amazed and delighted 
with the quality of their 
knowledge, ability and 

presence to deliver the 
LEAP curriculum.   

LEAP Campfire Singers:  
After nationally acclaimed 
singer and songwriter 
Nathan Moore performed a 
LEAP scholarship fun-
raising benefit in June, 
Nathan reappeared in  
LEAP land last fall to 
request some LEAP 
campfire singers step into 
the recording studio to add 
their voices to his upcoming 
album.   

LEADERSHIP   EDUCATION   ADVENTURE   PEOPLE

Leaning In! 

LEAP Camp News 

 
LEAP Camp is dedicated to providing world class collaborative 
leadership training to tomorrow’s leaders in a fun, engaging and 
dynamic experiential learning wilderness environment.  We use 
outdoor adventure and recreation as an opportunity for personal 
growth and discovery and as a “laboratory” to understand and 

improve personal, group and team performance and satisfaction.  
 

LEAP is owned and operated by Josh Sadler and Erica Johnson,  
and is based out of EarthTeach Forest Park in Ashland, Oregon. 
LEAP’s climbing program is conducted by the Rogue Rock Gym.  

About LEAP Camp, LLC 
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and so the newly forming 
Friends of Leap has 
begun to fundraise and 
organize support for 
scholarships. 

  

We are excited to begin 
our 9th season as a small, 
personal, locally created 
and locally owned 
experiential education 
program. 

Thanks to a Great Community - LEAP is 9 years old!  

For eight years we have 
worked to keep LEAP 
affordable for all, offering 
scholarships which 
primarily came from 
donated time by staff.  
Comparable camps 
throughout the United 
States charge between 
$150 and $260 a day.   

Less expensive camps 
are often non-profit 
organizations that receive 
thousands of dollars in 
donations and run 
hundreds of kids through 
their program every year.  
We have elected not to 
become a non-profit, as it 
would take even more 
time & energy to create a 
board, run meetings, write 
grants, etc. 

2012 Changes Not the End of the World  
Tuition Increases and Higher Staff-to-Camper Ratios 

We are grateful for the 
countless donations of 
people’s time, money, 
energy, good faith, and the 
unshakeable sense of 
hope and determination 

that makes each season 
come to life.  We feel very 
blessed to keep growing in 
spite of these challenging 
economic times. 
                       Thank you!! 

We estimate the true cost 
of LEAP to be about $200 
a day per camper, kept 
lower by donated time. 

Unlike most other camps, 
LEAP keeps camp sizes 
low, so that we can provide 
a personalized enriching 
outdoor experience for 
each camper. 

It’s hard to put a price on 
real connection – with 
people and with nature. It’s 
even harder to put a value 
on developing personal 
effectiveness, gaining self-
awareness, and building 
self esteem – both your 
own and others.   

We regularly hear how 
LEAP has added value to 
people’s lives long past the 

camp sessions.  We see it 
too, in the way campers 
walk out of the woods with 
an unmistakable sense of 
confidence and connection.

In order to continue to 
create a quality experience 
for everyone at LEAP, we 
will be reducing the number 
of campers in each session 
and increasing fees to 
about $160 per day. 

By slightly decreasing the 
number of campers each 
session, LEAP will be able 
to provide even more 
individualized attention and 
experiences for each 
participant. 

We anticipate an increase 
in scholarship requests as a 
result of the price increase, 

 "To leap, 
forget fears, 

forget distinctions
leap into the 

boundless 
and make it 

your home." 
 

~ Chuang Tzu 

Starting in 2012, the 
newly forming Friends of 
LEAP will manage our 
scholarship program – 
from fundraising to 
scholarship application 
review and award 
determination.   

Friends of LEAP is made 
up of individuals who 
recognize the value of the 
LEAP experience. They 
provide the necessary 
support for campers who 

otherwise can’t afford it. 

Who are the Friends of 
LEAP?  People like you!

FOL will be organizing fun-
raisers and opportunities 
for community members, 
campers, and their families 
to bring in scholarship 
monies so that camp can 
be affordable for those 
who are committed to 
coming to LEAP but need 
financial aid to do so. 

Apprehensive about the cost 
of camp for your child?  You 
can do something about it!  
Join Friends of Leap to raise 
scholarship money.  You 
and your child can help FOL
to generate donations. 

We anticipate requests of 
$20K in scholarship support 
in 2012. Friends of LEAP 
are looking for people with 
time, talent, money, skills 
and resources to step 
forward and offer a hand in 

keeping LEAP growing long 
into the future.    

If you are interested in 
supporting Friends of LEAP 
either financially or with 
time, talent, or wish list 
donation…  

Please contact: Sharon 
Bolles at Friends of LEAP  
at friends@leapcamp.com 

Learn about the *NEW*  
2012 Scholarship process 
at www.leapcamp.com  

Friends of LEAP to manage LEAP Camp’s scholarship program 
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Session Dates Entering Gr. Cost Day/Night Location # 

LEAP 1 8/13 - 8/17 6th & 7th $875 5/4 EarthTeach, Ashland, OR 20 

LEAP 2 7/14 - 7/20 7th & 8th $1175 7/6 EarthTeach, Ashland, OR 20 

LEAP 3 6/25 - 7/1 8th & 9th $1175 7/6 EarthTeach, Ashland, OR 20 

LEAP 4 7/25 – 8/3 9th, 10th & 11th $1575 10/9 EarthTeach, Ashland, OR 16 

LEAP 5 We love our LEAP 5 expedition trips to Lassen National Park and will head out in 2013 as the schedule allows. 

With fewer campers, each
session can be created with,
for and about those specific

people, and ends up as
unique as the people in it.

 

To offer the most potent, 
personal and powerful 
experience for each 
camper, we choose to 
serve just 150 people 
each year, 12-20 at a 
time.  

Over the past 8 years we 
have experimented a 
great deal in the 
development of LEAP – 
from age range and 
session length to staffing 
ratios, content and group 
size. We have observed, 
listened and learned a lot.  
We know that kids (and 
parents) feel best about 
being with other kids 
around their same age, so 
we focus sessions by 
school grade and major 

Size really does matter and LEAP Camp is small on purpose   
life transitions, and adjust 
curriculum accordingly.  
We have also learned 
there is an ideal 
minimum/maximum 
number of campers and 
staff.  

With fewer campers, each 
session can be created 
with, for and about those 
specific people, and ends 
up as unique as the 
people in it.  There is a 
real need for trust and 
cooperation throughout 
each session. Because of 
the vulnerability required 
from each camper to work 
through fears and 
challenges, it’s essential 
to create a very safe and 
personal environment.    

Each person’s voice and 
perspective can be heard; 
each contribution can be 
seen and acknowledged.  

Each session, the group 
has the opportunity to 
become a tribe, to have a 
common identity as a 
group of humans who 
create an inspiring and 
magical experience with 
and for each other.   

We have seen time and 
time again that a group of 
willing people will choose 
to co-create a far more 
rich and rewarding 
experience for and with 
each other, than anyone 
could ever offer them. 

 

2012 LEAP Camp Dates & Rates 

It’s important to note that 
each LEAP session each 
year is a unique co-
creation of the members 
of each tribe.   

No two LEAPs are alike. 
While we have 
numbered the camps 1-
5, campers can repeat 
ones they’ve done in 
past summers and can 
enroll in more than one 
camp each summer. 

LEAP Summer Sessions are like Snowflakes: Unique! 
As unique as snowflakes, 
LEAP sessions follow a 
well established structure 
but they each form their 
own unique shape and 
character for their short 
and beautiful life. Because 
the participants create the 
experience, everyone’s 
contributions are 
essential.    

LEAP lessons are 
personal to each camper’s 

experience at that time in 
their life. The same 
activity can take on a very 
different meaning year 
after year.    

Campers who have done 
the same session number 
(L1, L2, L3, etc.) of LEAP 
twice all have the same 
complaint - now they have 
2 groups of “Leaple” they 
want to go to camp with 
again next summer.  

For campers, interns, and 
staff who attend 2 (or 
more) sessions each 
summer, it is common to 
hear them report 
discovering unique 
learning experiences each 
session.    

We encourage campers to 
consider multiple LEAP 
sessions that suit their 
needs over the years. 

 



 
 

 

LEAP Camp News 

Page 4 of 5

Leapcamp.com

 
  

watch this program grow up!

To apply, please visit the 
Internship page at 
www.leapcamp.com.  

 

SOU LEAP adds value to University experience 

Our internship program 
has grown steadily over 
the years. It is now a 
popular choice for 
experienced LEAP 
campers who are ready to 
help others have the 
rewarding experiences 
they had as a camper. It’s 
also a great way for 
university students to 
develop their skills and 
knowledge of experiential 
leadership development 
practices.   

Internships give former 
campers the chance to 
train as a full functioning 
LEAP staff, while keeping 
the awareness of a 
camper. They act as a 
bridge for every level of the 
program.  This has proven 
extremely valuable for 
everyone at camp. 

LEAP Internship Program Opportunities in 2012 
 

“Probably my biggest 
learning and growth 
experience at LEAP 
Camp yet, and one of 
the most fun, rewarding 
and exhausting!”  

      ~ 2011 Intern  

 

This highly valuable, 
empowering and 
rewarding training has 
quickly become a favorite 
week for staff and interns 
alike as we connect with 
each other, LEAP and 
EarthTeach, while we 
learn, laugh, live and  
light the fire on another 
magical season!   

All interns (not their 
parents) must apply for 
the opportunity each year. 

In addition to the session 
they work, interns must 
attend our week long staff 
training in June to learn 
and practice technical, 
operational & facilitation 
skills, clarify roles and 
responsibilities, and plan 
for each session.     

Due to the added costs of 
the extended staff training 
and increased demand for 
internship positions we will 
charge an Internship fee 
of $275 to help defray the 
costs of the training and 
expenses during sessions. 

We see unlimited potential 
in the development of 
future staff through this 
program.  As we head into 
our 9th season, we will 
have more interns than we
had had campers in the 
beginning. It’s amazing to 

“I am so very grateful...
I have attached so much

more meaning to the
learning I gained from the

LEAP experience than
those experiences I have

acquired passively
in the past.”

~ 2011 SOU LEAP Student

Southern Oregon 
University students from 
various fields of study and 
diverse backgrounds have 
found SOU LEAP (OAL 
410/510) to be a “powerful 
and transformative 
experience.” 

They say it is essential to 
their educational growth at 
a critical time in their life.   

Unlike most courses 
offered through the 
university, this experiential 
leadership development 
class is more of an 
interactive and engaging 
leadership growth 
opportunity, rather than a 
class.    

Regardless of a student’s 

major, focus, interests, or 
level of study (the course 
is open to Junior through 
Graduate level students) 
participants find them-
selves engaged in 
personal discovery, while 
connecting and relating 
their experience to their 
academic study, personal 
philosophy and purpose.   

This class offers 
personalized leadership 
education opportunities in 
the physical, intellectual, 
emotional and spiritual 
realms. Students from all 
walks of life are finding 
useful insight, connection 
and meaning in the 
diverse activities and 
curriculum.  This type of 

Special 
THANKS to 

our AMAZING 
2011 Interns!  

Mc Kenna, 
Lucas, Tejas, 

Haley, and 
Hannah — we 

were so lucky 
to have YOU 

being YOU! 

full engagement 
experience offers the 
students the opportunity to 
see themselves and 
others with greater depth 
than is often possible in a 
traditional educational 
setting.   Students 
consistently remark on the 
depth and quality of 
connections they make 
with other students 
through this experience, 
relationships which 
continue to support them 
into the future. 

We hope to expand our 
offerings of the LEAP 
experience to other 
students and areas in the 
University in the near 
future. 
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Once again, Erica has 
proven herself as an 
invaluable resource to 
another organization. In 
2011, she took on a new 
and demanding role at the 
Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival. Luckily for LEAP 
Camp, Erica will continue 
as Program Manager 
tackling big picture 

LEAP Registration & Scholarship Process Changes in 2012 

 
Mail: 

LEAP Camp, LLC 
2305-C Ashland St #292 

Ashland, OR 97520 
 

Phone: 
(541) 842 0246 

 
Email: 

Erica@leapcamp.com  
 

Josh@leapcamp.com  
 

We’re on the Web! 

To learn more about LEAP 
programs, purpose and people, 

please visit us online at 
www.leapcamp.com  

 

responsibilities. Since she 
will be busy at OSF, Erica 
will share the *NEW* LEAP 
registration line with Josh 
and other LEAP staff 
during registration season.

Since Friends of LEAP will 
be managing the *NEW* 
scholarship program, 
please be aware of a 
process change. LEAP 
now has a two-channel 
process for registration. In 
order to request scholarship 
support, contact Friends of 
LEAP directly via the form 
on the Scholarship Page  

Contact Info 

Last June, we were 
blessed again with our 3rd 
annual LEAP Camp 
Scholarship benefit 
starring nationally 
acclaimed singer and 
songwriter Nathan Moore. 
We raised $1,400 to help 
send kids to LEAP!    

This year’s fun-raiser was 
hosted by the awesome 
folks at The Black Sheep, 
the perfect setting for an 
unforgettable night, where 
campers could stay late 
and hang out and jam with 
family and friends. 
(Thanks Susan!)   

We gathered around the 
cozy fireplace while 
Nathan treated us to a 
wonderful night of singing, 
storytelling and magic. He 
was joined by dozens of 
LEAPLE playing, singing 
and laughing along in the 
“Moorechestra” and 
engaging the Hippy 

Moore brings Music, Magic, Money, and a Record Deal! 

Fiasco Rides Again 
webcast.   

Endless thanks and 
appreciation to Nathan 
Moore, the Black Sheep, 
and everyone who 
supports LEAP, we love 
you all! What an amazing 
community!   

Nathan appeared again in 
LEAP land in the fall, this 
time asking the LEAP 

Campfire Singers to step 
into the recording studio 
and add their voices to his 
upcoming album – a 
collaborative leap in its own 
right!  

A beautiful group of Leaple 
developed and recorded a 
haunting and goose-bump 
filled background choir for 
our campfire favorite…  
“Do you Believe in Ghosts”. 

 
Send Us Your LEAP Camp 

Testimonials! 
We always welcome 
your feedback… and 
this year we’d like to 
include your personal 
testimonials on our 
website and in our 
brochure. Please send 
us a quick sentence or 
full paragraph about 
how LEAP Camp has 
changed your life, your 
future, your child, your 
family… Thank You! 

Look for the release of this album later this year!

LEAP Registration

541.842.0246 

on our website, or by 
email at 
friends@leapcamp.com. 

Please only use the main 
online registration system 
if you are prepared to pay 
the full tuition, regardless 
of scholarship award.  

Find out more at 
www.leapcamp.com.  

Our heartfull appreciation
goes out to our amazing LEAP Staff!! 

Joey, Scott, Tyler, Kyla, Phil, Sara, Matt & James 
We couldn’t have rocked 2011 without YOU! 

Much respect, Josh & Erica 


